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. Yuroveag Satellite Committes

Meeting of 3 Decenter 1958

25X1A9a  Pregent: s/ee; 25X1A9a
25X1A9a M/FM; 25X1A9a
25X[1A9a M/NF.

S/TR, discussed & peper he has juat written on
coordination end stenderdization of rail trensvort~tion in the Sino~Scviet

Biloc.

With the desire of the Soviets to create an "economic area® within the
Sino=Soviet Bloe, it became necessary to coordinste transportation, pertie-
ularly for intra-Bloc trade, In order %o do this im rail transoort, sn
organization wes set up in 195 crlled the BUD (Byuro Upravleniye Dorog)
which administered an apreemsnt governlng internztionzl rail freight and
passenger tr:ffic among the participating countries: Alb:nia, Bulgsris,
Czechoslovakic, Zast Cermeny, Hung:ry, Poland, Ramenie, and the USSR,

In 1953 China, North Korea, end Momgolis Joined the agreement, smd in 1955
North Vietnem Joined, The BUL has been succseded by the 0SSnD {Organization
for the Cooperation of Socialist Reilroads), and the latter hes supranational
legal euthority to regulete and ontrol internationsl treffic.

The establishment of the organizaticn mentioned above and the authority
vested therein hes frequently been referred to as » unique accomplishment
for which communistic government may teke cradit where ecpitslism has feiled,
Such is not the case, In fect the basle principlee of the orgenization are
identicel to the principles adopted by the Wastern European countries as
early =8 1892, In fact, the Bloc zgreement for reguleting internationsi
trensport of soods and passengers by rail is nothing more than = copy 6f
agresments which have existed in all of Eurose for many yesrs--with minor
revisionas, The OS5hD ia unique only in the sense thet » single organization
has been given authority to impose uwvon membars by lew thet whiech has been
adopted by mutual consent based on experience, comion sense, and good
Judgment in other countries,

Verious committees of the OS5hD are attackinz problems of standardi-
zation: track clearence musg correspond with elezrsnces in the USSR; a
standard exle pressure minimum for track hss heen adopted; new freight
car construction muat conform to minimum stendsrds of eapecity, drake
eguipment, interchanreability‘of spare varts, ete,
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There ha# also been stzndard documentztion for any internstional
shipment, #o thet no freight forwarder is needed st the borders. Uniform
teriffe were set wp for iransiting o country, =lthough the domesstic rotss
in the country of origin end “estinztion would atill be in effect.

Although the O55hD does not spnesr to be influenced by the Wersaw
Pact, it is conceivable thet in time of war, the antire system could he
integrated under & single nnified military coemmand,
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25X1A9%a
On 10 Dacember, |GG /05, w111 tolk to

the Committee on Soviet Loans and Credits to the Sstellites.
The discussion will be classified SECHET, 1Tho meeting will be
held at 3300 instead of the uscal $ime, and the plece will de
Room 1121 i Buildine. ‘

25X1A9a

Secretory

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP61S00527A000200190002-4



